
 

Definitions in Community Medicine 
1. Surveillance: 

The continuous scrutiny of the factors that determine the occurrence and distribution of diseases and other 
conditions of ill health is called Surveillance. 

2. Quarantine: 
Defined as limitation of freedom of movement of such WELL persons or domestic animals exposed to 
communicable diseases for a period of time not greater than the longest incubation period. 

3. Screening: 
The search for unrecognized disease or defects by means of rapidly applied tests, examinations or other 
procedures in apparently healthy individuals. 

4. Holo-endemic: 
A high level of infection beginning early in life and affecting most of the child population, leading to a state of 
equilibrium such that the adult population shows evidence of the disease much less commonly than do the 
children, as in the cases of malaria. 

5. Bias: 
Bias is any systemic error in determination of the association between the exposure and disease. 

6. Cohort: 
A group of people who share a common characteristic or experience within a defined time period (e.g. 
occupation, pregnancy, exposure to a day) 

7. Experimental Studies: 
Experimental studies involve some action, intervention or manipulation in the causative chain in the 
experimental group while making no change in the control group, and observing and comparing the outcome 
of the experiment in both the groups. 

8. Epidemiology: 
Study of distribution and determinants of health related states or events in specified population and application 
of this study to the control of health problems. 

9. Eradication: 
Termination of all transmission of infection by extermination of the infectious agent through surveillance and 
containment. 

10. Demography: 
Science of population and mathematical knowledge of population changes and concerned with size, structure, 
distribution and changes in population. 

11. Census: 
The total process of collecting, compiling and publishing the demographic, economic and social data 
pertaining at a specific time to all the persons in the community. 

12. Gross reproduction rate: 
Average number of girls that would be born to a woman if she experiences the current fertility pattern 
throughout her reproductive span, assuming no mortality 

13. Net reproductive rate: 
Number of daughters a newborn girl will bear during her lifetime assuming fixed age-specific fertility and 
mortality rates. 

14. Dependency ratio: 
Ratio of economically not active to those who are economically active. 

15. Biostatistics: 
Basic science of collection, analysis, quantification and interpretation of data in relation to vital events. 

16. Skewness: 
Skewness is a measure of asymmetry of probability distribution curve of a real valued random variable about 
its mean. 

17. Family Planning: 
A way of thinking and living that is adopted voluntarily, upon the basis of knowledge, attitudes and 
responsible decisions by individuals and couples, in order to promote the health and welfare of the family 
group and thus contribute effectively to the social development of a country. 

18. Air Pollution: 
The presence, in the ambient (surrounding) atmosphere, of substances generated by activities of man in 
concentrations that interfere with human health, safety or comfort, or injurious to vegetation and animals and 
other environmental media resulting in chemicals entering the food chain or being present in drinking water 
and thereby constituting additional source of human exposure. 

19. Noise pollution:  



 
Vast cacophony of sound that are being produced in modern life leading to health hazards. 

20. Cold chain: 
System of storage and transport of vaccine at low temperature from manufacturer to actual vaccinator. 

21. Health education: 
A process that informs, motivates and helps people to adopt and maintain healthy practices and life styles, 
advocates environmental changes needed to facilitate this goal and conducts professional training and research 
to the same end. 

22. Drug abuse  
It refers to the harmful or hazardous use of psychoactive substances including Alcohol & illicit drugs (WHO 
definition) 

23. Drug dependence  
It is described as a state of psychic and sometimes also physical resulting from interaction between a living 
organism and a drug characterized by behavioral and other responses that always include a compulsion to take 
the drug on a continuous or periodic basis in order to experience psychic effects and sometimes to avoid the 
discomforts of its absence. 

24. Standard Deviation: 
Positive square root of the arithmetic mean of the square deviation form mean of distribution. 

25. Standard error: 
It is the measure of extent to which sample mean deviates from true population mean. 

26. Primary health care: 
Essential health care made universally accessible to individuals and families in the community by means 
acceptable to them through their full participation and at a cost that the community and country can afford. 

27. Accidents: 
An unexpected, unplanned occurrence that may involve injury. 

28. Reproductive Health: 
A condition in which the reproductive process is accomplished in a state of complete physical, mental and 
social wellbeing and not merely the absence of disease or disorders of reproduction. 

29. Sickness absenteeism: 
The persons avail the facility of reasoned leave (sick leave) with causes other than sickness or without any 
reason at all 

30. Community Medicine: 
A system of delivery of comprehensive health care to the people by a health team in order to improve the 
health of the community. 

31. Health: 
A state of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing and ability to function and not merely the absence 
of disease but also the ability to lead a socially and economically productive life. 

32. Disaster: 
Any occurrence that causes damage, ecological disturbances, loss of human life or deterioration of health 
services on a level sufficient enough to warrant an extraordinary response from outside the affected area. 

33. Occupational health: 
Branch of public health that studies effect of work and working environment on health of worker and 
influences of state of health of workers on his ability to perform work for which he is employed. 

34. GNP/GNI: 
GNP is the value of all finished goods and services produced in a country in one year by its nationals. Also 
include net income received from abroad. 

35. Poverty line: 
Minimum level of income deemed adequate in a particular country. 

36. Purchasing power parity: 
It is defined as the no. of units of a country’s currency required to buy the same amount of goods and services 
in the domestic market as one dollar would buy in USA. 

37. Absolute poverty line: 
The minimal requirements necessary to afford minimal standards of food, clothing, health care and shelter. 


